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Main field of study
Political Science

Course level
Second cycle

Advancement level
A1X

Entry requirements
Applicants must, by the closing date for application, hold a bachelor's
degree/kandidatexamen (equivalent for example a professional degree) of at least
180 ECTS credits, including a 15 ECTS credit degree paper or equivalent. In-depth
study of at least 90 ECTScredits (3 semesters of full-time study) in the major
subject is required, including a paper corresponding to approximately 10 weeks of
study (15 ECTS). The course provides advanced level studies for students of
political science, economics, history, sociology, and other social sciences as well as
for students with other disciplinary backgrounds who can demonstrate an ability
to develop their potential in the topic.

Documented knowledge of English equivalent to Engelska B/Engelska 6.

Intended learning outcomes
After completion of the course the student should be able to:
- recognize, understand and discuss contending positions on ontology and
epistemology in the social sciences;
- display a deeper understanding of research traditions with relevance for the
study of International and European relations;
- indentify and understand the various stages of the research process, in relation
to actual examples of research in the relevant fields;
- design and present an outline of an independent scientific investigation.

Course content
The central themes of the course are:
- an introduction to the philosophy of science;
- research traditions in the social sciences;
- the design of social and political research;
- conceptual, procedural and ethical considerations in research;
- advanced academic writing.
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Teaching and working methods
The course offers lectures which introduce and develop the content of the course.
Lectures are complementary to the literature. Seminars and workshops are
important aspects of the learning process and provide opportunities for mutual,
critical discussions which develop attitudes and skills. Students are expected to be
well prepared for lectures and to have completed assigned preparations for
seminars. Students are expected to read and take in the literature independently
and/or in self-organized reading groups. Language of instruction is English.
Activities which constitute elements of examination are mandatory.

Examination
The course is examined through a combination of mandatory seminars and
workshops, a home examination, and writing and presenting a thesis proposal.
Detailed information about the examination can be found in the course’s study
guide.

Grades
ECTS, EC

Other information
Planning and implementation of a course must take its starting point in the
wording of the syllabus. The course evaluation included in each course must
therefore take up the question how well the course agrees with the syllabus. The
course is carried out in such a way that both men´s and women´s experience and
knowledge is made visible and developed.

Planning and implementation of a course must take its starting point in the
wording of the syllabus. The course evaluation included in each course must
therefore take up the question how well the course agrees with the syllabus. 

The course is carried out in such a way that both men´s and women´s
experience and knowledge is made visible and developed.

Department
Institutionen för ekonomisk och industriell utveckling
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