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Entry requirements
General entry requirements for undergraduate studies
English corresponding to the level of English in Swedish upper secondary
education (English 6)
Exemption from Swedish

Intended learning outcomes
Intended learning outcomes

• After completion of the course the student shall be able to demonstrate
knowledge about documentary cinema and its societal contexts, from a historical
developmental view through to recent film examples, with a focus on the artistic
production.

• use of typologies of documentary modes of representation as laid out in film
theory, and apply the knowledge to films seen and to films made.

• use methods developed within cultural research to describe and interpret
cultural conventions for documentary narration.

• compare and judge research-based and practice-based methods for documenting
and structuring content.

• apply ethical considerations in documentary productions.

• evaluate relevant source critical considerations for documentary productions.

• display ability to search, assemble, evaluate and review information for a set
problem.

• make use of digital technologies for production of linear as well as non-linear
narration within the field of film documentary.

• demonstrate and apply professional knowledge of the digital production work-
flow used in documentary film making, recording, narrating, editing and
dissemination.

• judge and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of a production’s process. 

Course content
The aim of the course is to combine the development of a documentary film
project with a research-based knowledge of conventions and styles of
documentary films. The course content is generated through an interplay
throughout the course between theoretically substantiated production work and
the study of productions based on cultural, social and media theoretical aspects.
The course is organized around a project that involves fact based content and IT-
based technologies for audio, video and space. 

LINKÖPING UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

DOCUMENTARY FILM, HISTORY, THEORY, AND PRACTICE:
WORKING WITH THE REAL

APPROVED
3 (5)



Teaching and working methods
Teaching will consist of lectures, screenings, seminars, workshops and supervision
where students actively contribute with oral presentations and discussions. 

Examination
The forms of examination include mandatory written assignments and active
participation in seminars and workshops. The main examination of the course
consist of development of a production log and a documentary film project, from
pitch to final film proposal, and the production of a video related to the subject
chosen. The production proposal and log should include reflections on ethics,
source criticism methods, documentary film style and conventions for narratives. 

The final grade of the course is based on the final production proposal. 

Detailed information about the examination can be found in the course’s study
guide. 

If special circumstances prevail, and if it is possible with consideration of the
nature of the compulsory component, the examiner may decide to replace the
compulsory component with another equivalent component.

If the LiU coordinator for students with disabilities has granted a student the right
to an adapted examination for a written examination in an examination hall, the
student has the right to it.

If the coordinator has recommended for the student an adapted examination or
alternative form of examination, the examiner may grant this if the examiner
assesses that it is possible, based on consideration of the course objectives.

An examiner may also decide that an adapted examination or alternative form of
examination if the examiner assessed that special circumstances prevail, and the
examiner assesses that it is possible while maintaining the objectives of the
course.

Students failing an exam covering either the entire course or part of the course
twice are entitled to have a new examiner appointed for the reexamination.

Students who have passed an examination may not retake it in order to improve
their grades.

Grades
ECTS, EC
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Other information
Planning and implementation of a course must take its starting point in the
wording of the syllabus. The course evaluation included in each course must
therefore take up the question how well the course agrees with the syllabus. 

The course is carried out in such a way that both men´s and women´s experience
and knowledge is made visible and developed.

If special circumstances prevail, the vice-chancellor may in a special decision
specify the preconditions for temporary deviations from this course syllabus, and
delegate the right to take such decisions.
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