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Main field of study
Education

Course level
Second cycle

Advancement level
A1X

Course offered for
Master´s Programme in Outdoor Environmental Education and Outdoor
Life

Entry requirements
A teaching qualification of at least 180 ECTS credits/120 points, a bachelor´s
degree with a major in didactics or equivalent, of which at least 60 credits/40
points should be in a subject area of importance for environmental and outdoor
education.

Intended learning outcomes
After completion of the course students should give evidence of:
- deeper knowledge and understanding of scientific and methodological concepts
and techniques and how these can be applied in scientific investigations of
authentic natural and outdoor environments
- a developed ability to analyze critically and produce scholarly texts relating to the
natural and outdoor environments of the outdoor educational field of knowledge
- increased knowledge of different intellectual traditions, both theoretical and in
practical action.
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Course content
The course is laborative and experimental, emphasizing the interplay between
practical know-how in authentic natural and outdoor environments and its
importance for learning. The course deals with theories of research based on
scientific, biological, ecological, cognitive and human ecological foundations in the
field.

In connection with the above theories of research, both quantitative and
qualitative methods of analysis are treated as well as scientific and hermeneutic
methodology. In addition the course elucidates the effect of values on the research
process in the choice of objects of research and methods.

Central to the course is further how scientific problems are formulated and how
scientific work is communicated through reflection in action.

Teaching and working methods
Instruction mainly takes place in outdoor environments with the natural
landscape as point of departure. Forms of work are varied and comprise teaching
in the outdoor landscape, experimental field studies and field analyses,
excursions, lectures, seminars, literature study, study visits, group work,
individual work and self-instruction.

Examination
Testing is done by reflective tasks in connection with the activities at each course
meeting and with the course literature. These tasks are formulated in accordance
with scientific and methodological concepts and techniques. Literature is
examined in literary seminars. Examination takes place both individually and in
groups, and by both text-based and non-text-based tests with the natural
landscape as a basis.

Students failing an exam covering either the entire course or part of the course
two times are entitled to have a new examiner appointed for the reexamination.

Students who have passed an examination may not retake it in order to improve
their grades.

Grades
ECTS, EC
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Other information
Planning and implementation of a course must take its starting point in the
wording of the syllabus. The course evaluation included in each course must
therefore take up the question how well the course agrees with the syllabus. The
course is carried out in such a way that both men´s and women´s experience and
knowledge is made visible and developed.

Department
Institutionen för kultur och kommunikation

LINKÖPING UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES

METHODS OF INQUIRY AND THEORIES OF RESEARCH
APPROVED

4 (4)


